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Washington-Today, the U.S. House of Representatives passed H.R.                1814, a bill to authorize the Department of Interior to conduct                a feasibility study of the Metacomet-Monadnock, Metacomet and Mattabesett                trails for possible designation as a National Scenic Trail. Congressman                John W. Olver (1st-MA) introduced the bill in May.

               "These trails are a unique collection of scenic, historic and                geological treasures," Olver said. "Designation as a National                Scenic Trail would provide additional federal resources to maintain                and protect these trails."

               The trails and potential trails begin with the Metacomet-Monadnock                trail at the Massachusetts-New Hampshire border, and continue near                the Connecticut River and along the Mt. Tom-Mt. Holyoke Range through                Massachusetts, connecting with the Metacomet Trail in Connecticut,                traveling south to the Mattabesett Trail also in Connecticut, and                eventually ending at the Long Island Sound.

               "This legislation is a preliminary step toward inclusion in                the National Trail System," Olver added. "Local volunteers                have played a critical role in the maintenance of these trails over                the years, and an infusion of federal resources will help further                all their efforts."

               Co-sponsors of the bill include Rep. Richie Neal (D-MA), Rep. Nancy                Johnson (R-CT), Rep. John Larson (D-CT), Rep. Jim Maloney (D-CT),                Rep. Rob Simmons (R-CT) and Rep. Rosa DeLauro (D-CT).

               For more information about the trails, contact Chris Ryan of the                Berkshire Appalachian Trail Club at (413) 549-4124, and/or Pete                Westover at the Amherst Conservation Commission at (413) 256-4045.
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